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Dear Parent/Carer,

Year 5 Autumn Term Newsletter

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to Year 5!  I 
am really excited to be sharing in your children’s next years at primary school, 
supporting and challenging them to fulfil their potential and be the best that they can 
be.  

Please read this letter in conjunction with that sent out via Parent Mail last term, 
detailing some of the precautionary measures in place to help minimise the spread 
of COVID-19.  Attached to this newsletter, you will find a Curriculum Map with a 
brief outline of the work we will be covering this term.  I hope you find this useful as 
you discuss school life with your child.  

Please be advised of the following points:- 

 My planning, preparation and assessment time (PPA) is on Tuesday 
afternoons when the children will be taught French by Mrs Papworth and PE 
by Mr. West.

 P.E. lessons will take place on Mondays and Tuesdays.  Children should 
have both indoor and outdoor kits in school and will be expected to fully 
participate unless they have a note to excuse them.  Ideally, PE kits should 
remain in school all week in the event that we have an extra session.  Children 
wearing earrings must be able to remove them by themselves, or supply 
earring tape from home; long hair must be tied back and a change of socks for 
P.E. lessons is also very important.  

o Indoor kit: white school T-shirt, red shorts and plimsolls.
o Outdoor kit: tracksuit or similar and trainers.

 Please, please, please ensure that all items of clothing are named, since 
“without a name, they’re all the same!”

 Please endeavour to pay for school dinners online; otherwise, please put 
money in a marked, sealed envelope for your child to hand in.  There will be 
no snack trolley for now but, as usual, children may bring a fruit-based snack 
in a named container.  All children must bring in a named water bottle, 
containing water – not squash or juice.



  

 Reading records should be in school every day.  These booklets can be 
used as a means of you communicating with me, but please tell your child to 
thrust the book under my nose (!) as these will not be checked daily.

 It will be hugely beneficial to your child if you are able to hear them read 
regularly at home.  Please record, as appropriate, in their reading record.

 Children will receive spellings and homework every Friday – to be tested 
and/or returned the following Friday – which will reflect recent learning, provide 
opportunities for pre-learning or further investigation around a topic.   

 Please check the Year 5 section of the school website regularly for learning 
links, photographs and records of children’s work.

 I am delighted that Mrs Sheehan will be supporting the children in their 
learning.  We have worked together for a number of years and can finish each 
other’s sentences!

 I am as keen as you are to develop your child’s independence, in preparation 
for successful transition to high school.  To this end, please encourage your 
child to take responsibility for their own belongings, return of homework and 
for raising any queries s/he may have directly with me or Mrs Sheehan.

 Whilst I appreciate that this may feel very early, if you are uncertain which 
high school you consider to be best for your child, I would strongly 
recommend visiting prospective schools during their open events this 
academic year.  This is because the high school selection forms tend to be 
issued in the first week of Year 6 and because such events showcase the best 
of all schools.

 Bikeability (formally Cycling Proficiency) has been provisionally booked for 
w/c: Monday, 19th October and Monday, 2nd November –weeks either side of 
half term.

 
Should you have any queries or concerns regarding your child, please do not 

hesitate to contact me, ideally after school or via the school office: once the children 
start arriving in class in the morning, my attention is on supervising them which can 
make conversation rather difficult.  Thank you for your understanding.

I look forward to working with you to support your child on their learning 
journey.
 

Yours faithfully,



  

Clare Varden (Miss)
Year 5 Class Teacher


