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4th May 2022 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

As you may be aware, after the half term break, the children will be doing their Year 

1 Phonics Screening Check. This national screening check assesses where the children 

are in their phonics at the end of Year 1. The check consists of 40 words, 20 are ‘real’ 

words and the other 20 are nonsense words, we call these alien words as they are 

depicted in the check with a picture of an alien beside them. 

 

We have done lots of work with the children on identifying all the sounds (phonemes) 

they have been learning in phonics and we encourage them to ‘sound button’ the words 

to help them. This means they draw lines or dots under the different phonemes, which 

helps them to blend. 

 

Over the next few weeks, we will be sending home some ‘homework’ for them to do 

with you! This will consist of a list of words which they can sound button and then read 

to you. If they get right then we usually give a tick, if not, then we put a dot beside so 

we know they may need a little more work on that particular sound. 

 

The children will be very familiar with this process and I am sure they would love to 

show you what they can do! We will send a sheet home once a week up until the 

holiday- there is no deadline to return it to us- just send it back when done. We would 

also encourage the children to continue to read their reading books at least 3 times a 

week, as these are phonic based books they will help them to consolidate the sounds 

they have been learning. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

The Year One Team 
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