
 

                                 

 

Monday, 16 September 2019 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
Year 6 Autumn Term Newsletter 

 
Welcome back – and welcome to Year 6!  I trust that you enjoyed the sunny weather 

during the Summer holiday and are just as pleased as the children are to be returning to 
school?! 

 
Attached, you will find a Curriculum Map with a brief outline of the work we will be 

covering this term.  I hope you find this useful as you discuss school life with your child.   
 

Please be advised of the following points:-  
 

 We are very happy for children to walk or cycle home independently.  If you deem this 
appropriate for your child, please provide a written letter of permission to confirm 
that this is the case. 

 

 My planning, preparation and assessment time (PPA) is on a Wednesday afternoon 
when the children will be taught French and PE by Mrs Papworth and Mr. West 
respectively. 

 

 P.E. lessons will take place on Wednesdays.  Children should have both indoor and 
outdoor kits in school and will be expected to fully participate unless they have a note 
to excuse them.  Ideally, PE kits should remain in school all week in the event that we 
have an extra session.  Children wearing earrings must be able to remove them by 
themselves, or supply earring tape from home; long hair must be tied back and a 
change of socks for P.E. lessons is also very important.  As you are already aware, 
swimming lessons at Colneis Junior School have resumed on Friday afternoons and 
will continue throughout the Autumn Term. 

 

o Indoor kit: white school T-shirt, red shorts and plimsolls. 
o Outdoor kit: tracksuit or similar and trainers. 

 

 Please, please, please ensure that all items of clothing are named, since “without a 
name, they’re all the same!” 

 

 A reminder that dinner money should be placed in a marked, sealed envelope – 
please do not give your child loose change.  Alternatively, money may be paid online 
via the link on the school website, if this is more convenient for you.  Children may 
bring a (preferably healthy) snack for morning play or money for the tuck trolley.  
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Toast costs 10p and other items no more than 50p: the children are responsible for 
looking after their own snack money. 

 

 Reading records should be in school every day.  These booklets can be used as a 
means of you communicating with me, but please tell your child to thrust the book 
under my nose (!) as these will not be checked daily. 

 

 It will be hugely beneficial to your child if you are able to hear them read regularly at 
home.  Please record, as appropriate, in their reading record.  Please continue to 
support your child to learn the Y5/6 spellings, also. 

 

 The homework calendars, started last year, will continue in the Autumn Term.  
These are available on the class website. 

 

 Children recognised for effort, achievement or demonstrating the half-termly value 
will be awarded in Thursday assemblies and recorded on the wall of achievement 
outside the school reception.  Do feel free to share in your child’s success by coming in 
to look at their name, ‘etched’ on the wall. 
 

 Whilst a letter will follow, we have booked a visit to Crucial Crew on Wednesday, 
30th October, 2019.  This provides children with strategies for dealing with a range of 
emergency situations.  Please, please inform me prior to this visit if your child has ever 
been involved in an emergency situation so that I can arrange for suitable support to 
be in place during the visit. 
 

 SATs will take place on 11th – 14th May, 2020.  Please endeavour to avoid holidays 
during this week. 
 

 Year 6 brings challenges as well as privileges and, despite our best efforts to manage 
the negative impact of these challenges on your child, some anxiety is likely.  Meetings will 
be held in due course to discuss the Mersea Island residential trip,  SATs tests and High 
School transition arrangements. 
 

However, should you have any queries or concerns regarding your child, please do not 
hesitate to contact me, preferably after school, since the new morning arrangements mean 
that, from 08:45, my attention is on supervising children, which can make conversation 
rather difficult.  Thank you for your understanding. 
 

I look forward to working with you to support your child on their learning journey. 
  

Yours faithfully,  Clare Varden 
Year 6 Class teacher 

 


