
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is with much excitement that I am writing to you to say a huge welcome to you and your 
child!  I am looking forward to getting to know you all and working with you to help your 
child grow and learn.  Starting ‘big school’ is a massive step in your child’s life and it is my 
aim to make it as happy and stress free as possible.  Please come and say hello when you 
are collecting your child after school and feel free to ask any questions.  I am always happy 
to chat and can of course also be contacted by email at 
Ros.McCarthy@kingsfleet.suffolk.sch.uk  to answer any questions you may have or if there is 
anything you need to communicate with me.  

Staff in reception 

I am lucky to be working alongside a dedicated and experienced team.  Miss Sainsbury will 
work in class on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Mrs Ramsey will work in class on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  On Tuesday afternoon, the class will be taught by Mr 
West and Mrs Papworth.  Mr West will teach PE and Mrs Papworth will teach Music and 
language/communication skills through circle time games. 

Things your child will need 

Please ensure your child has a named water bottle in school every day as well as a book 
bag.  P.E kit can be left in school and will be returned at the end of each half term so it can 
be washed.  P.E Kit should consist of both indoor and outdoor kit – please make sure every 
item is labelled so we can help the children to keep their things safe.  All items of school 
uniform and your child’s coat should also be named please.  

Our curriculum  

The Early Years Curriculum is split into seven areas of learning and development which are: 

 Communication and Language 
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 Physical Development 
 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 

 
This term we will be covering these areas through the topics ‘All About Me’ and ‘Terrific 
Tales’.  ‘All About Me’ will provide the children with opportunities to share information 
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about themselves and their families as well as learning about their classmates.  We will also 
learn counting rhymes, songs and nursery rhymes as part of this topic.  In ‘Terrific Tales’, we 
will learn some traditional tales and use these to help us learn about other cultures.   
 
 
Baseline Assessment 
During the first few weeks of school, your child will complete a baseline assessment of their 
skills as they enter Reception.  This is a short, interactive and practical assessment which is 
completed on a one to one basis.  The assessment will be made as fun as possible and your 
child will probably not even be aware that they are being assessed.  If you would like more 
information about this, it can be found at 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-
parents 
 
Reading books 
Reading books will be coming home with your child very soon!  These should be read at 
least three times before being changed as the repetition will help to improve your child’s 
reading fluency and understanding of what they read, rather than simply sounding out the 
words.  Please complete the reading diary that will be sent home with your child and 
ensure it is in their book bag at school each day.  
 

I am looking forward to the year ahead and can’t wait to see where our learning journey will take 
us as we… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kind regards, 

Ros McCarthy 
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